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We’re a non-profit non-partisan organization 
working to improve election transparency and 

accuracy. We make the Actual Vote system.

http://www.americacounts.us
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Agenda:

1. How vote reporting 
works

2. What can go wrong

3. How you can be a part of 
the solution by using 
our Actual Vote app

http://www.americacounts.us
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Example of How 
Votes Are Reported

http://www.americacounts.us
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It’s election day in Crow County.

http://www.americacounts.us
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Step 1: Voters vote

Crow County uses 
ExpressVote machines.

When a voter is done voting, 
it prints out a piece of paper 
showing their choices.

(these machines have their own problems)

http://www.americacounts.us
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Step 2: After closing time, votes are tabulated 

This is a tabulating machine. Each 
polling place in Crow County has 
one.

It scans the pieces of paper from 
each voter.

When the polls close, it adds or 
tabulates the vote totals from each 
paper to get overall vote totals.

http://www.americacounts.us
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Step 3: The tabulator prints poll tapes
A poll tape is a long strip 
of paper that shows the 
vote totals from one 
polling place. 

http://www.americacounts.us


A Closer Look at a Poll Tape

(1) The header section. This 
tape is for the Corvus 01 
precinct of Crow 
County, in the Nov 8th, 
2022 election

(2) The vote totals section. 
US Senate candidate 
Gina Gold received 60 
total votes today at the 
Corvus 01 precinct
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Step 4: Votes are reported

http://www.americacounts.us
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http://www.americacounts.us
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What can we do to protect correct vote reporting…

http://www.americacounts.us
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…and help out when vote reporting might have 
gone wrong?

http://www.americacounts.us
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We can use poll tapes to audit, or 
double-check, the vote reporting!

http://www.americacounts.us
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http://www.americacounts.us
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http://www.americacounts.us
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http://www.americacounts.us
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http://www.americacounts.us
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Idea: 

1. Get people across the US to 
video-record poll tapes with 
their mobile device

2. Collect the recordings in a 
central location

3. Efficiently compare the vote 
totals on the poll tapes to 
the official results

http://www.americacounts.us
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Actual Vote is a free app from America 
Counts that enables large-scale 
nationwide vote report auditing.

Go to https://americacounts.us/get-actual-vote/ for 
download links. You can also search for “Actual Vote” 
on the App Store or the Play Store.

http://www.americacounts.us
https://americacounts.us/actual-vote-portal/
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With Actual Vote, people like you 
video-record poll tapes at some 
point after they’re printed.

http://www.americacounts.us
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The recordings are automatically uploaded to America Counts.

http://www.americacounts.us
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America Counts uses our software to efficiently compare poll 
tape vote totals from the videos to official results.

http://www.americacounts.us
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Most of the time, the results match exactly. 

http://www.americacounts.us


America Counts www.americacounts.us 27

If we find an apparent discrepancy, we escalate it to election 
officials.
Sometimes they provide a satisfactory explanation.
If they don’t, the Actual Vote videos can be used as evidence in a 
court case challenging the official results.

http://www.americacounts.us
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For each of these three 
scenarios…

If enough Actual Vote poll tape 
videos had been submitted, they 
would have clearly shown what the 
correct reported totals should have 
been.
But we don’t have any—so we’ll 
never know for sure.

http://www.americacounts.us
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Improved Election Transparency
Improved Election Accuracy
Improved Voter Confidence

Protect Against False Accusations

http://www.americacounts.us
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There are five ways to access poll tapes:

1. Outside of polling places on election night

2. Poll observers and workers as the tape is being printed

3. Make an appointment with your local elections office to record 

tapes

4. Freedom of Information Act request for poll tape images

5. Special cases

Methods 3-5 can access poll tapes from Absentee and Early Voting!

http://www.americacounts.us
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Poll tapes posted on election night

http://www.americacounts.us
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http://www.americacounts.us
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http://www.americacounts.us
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Basic steps for making a plan to use Actual Vote on election night:

1. Download the app and make a practice recording

2. Find a friend to go with you to hold a flashlight

3. Find a list of all polling places in your county

4. Choose some to visit on election night

For much more on how to make your own Actual Vote plan for 

November, go to https://americacounts.us/make-your-plan/

http://www.americacounts.us
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Finding a list of polling places in your county

● Search “Baldwin County, Alabama elections website” and look for 

something like “Precinct and Polling Locations” 

● Search “Baldwin County, Alabama list of 2024 polling places”

● Be persistent!

http://www.americacounts.us
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Full List of Precincts in Broward County, FL

http://www.americacounts.us
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What 3 people you know might 
join you in using Actual Vote?

http://www.americacounts.us
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Get involved in other ways!

1. Help coordinate Actual Vote users in your area

2. Spread the word in person and on social media

3. Help America Counts transcribe numbers from poll tape videos

4. Help America Counts with Actual Vote data analysis

And there’s one more way you can make use of the poll tapes. Here’s a 

special guest to present that!

http://www.americacounts.us
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Questions?

More info:
https://americacounts.us/get-started/

Latest news:
https://americacounts.us/actual-vote-news/

 

http://www.americacounts.us
https://americacounts.us/get-started/
https://americacounts.us/get-started/

